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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 

USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 SIL-01 LAB-04 TRSE-00 OMB-01 

EB-07 COME-OO /047 W 

120553 

R 031330Z NOV 75 
FM AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4253 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURGAN 
AMEMBSSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS JOHANNESBURG 1570 

EE.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, SF 

SUBJECT: SAG SETS ANTI-INFLATION "MINIMUM LIVING LEVEL" AT R125 
PER MONTH 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 1563 

1. THE SAG DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS HAS ADVISED THE PARTIES TO THE 
ANTI-INFLATION MANIFESTO THAT "THE LIMIT FOR WORKERS WHO ARE NOT EX- 
PECTED TO MAKE A SACRIFICE IN TERMS OF THE MANIFESTO IN RESPECT OF 
INCOME IN THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST INFLATION IS SET AT R 125 A MONTH 
(INCLUDING RENUMERATION IN KIND SUCH AS HOUSING, ETC.).” 

2. THIS DETERMINATION IS SIGNIFICANT FOR AT LEAST TWO REASONS: 

FIRST, EVEN THOUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS SAYS THE R125 " 

SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED AS A POVERTY LINE", IT NEVERTHELESS 
REPRESENTS THE FIRST TIME THE SAG HAS EVER ESTABLISHED A NATIONAL 
MINIMUM WAGE OF ANY KIND FOR ANY PURPOSE. SECOND, WHILE THE 
R125 FIGURE IS HIGH ENOUGH TO EXEMPT THE OVERWHET .MING MAJORITY 
OF BLACK WORKERS I SOUTH AFRICA (INCLUDING BLACK 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES) FROM HAVING TO MAKE "SACRIFICES" THE HARSH 
FACT REMAINS THAT MOST OF THEM HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE 

(BEING VOTELESS AND UNORGANIZED) BUT SIMPLY TO CONTINUE MAKING 
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THE SAME SACRIFICES THEY HAVE BEEN MAKING FOR YEARS. 
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